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RDERED,That Mr. Cooley, Mr. Carnes,and 
Mr.Par/fons, be a Committee to wait on the 
Reverend Davip Parsons, and thank him, in 
the name of the Hou/e, for the SERMON deliver- 
ed -by him, this.day, before His Excellency the 
Governour, the Council, and the two Branches 
of the Genera] Court ; and alfo to requetl of him 

a copy thereof for the prefs. . 


; Attef. 
GEORGE R. MINOT, Clerk. 
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PROVERBS, Cuap. XXIV. Verse 2. 


WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN AUTHORITY, 
THE PEOPLE REJOICE} BUT WHEN THE WICK- 
¢ ED BEARETH RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN. 


HE preacher confiders it to be the fpecial 
defign of our prefent meeting in this place 
(according to common ufage, and the laudable 
example of our pious Anceftors) to feek the di- 
vine influence and direction in the important 
concerns of the day—to exprefs our grateful and 
devout praifes for the ineftimable bleflings of go- 
vernment—to implore the divine blefling upon 
our civil magiftrates in the difcharge of the du- 
ties of their feveral departments—and to medi-. 
tate on fuch fuggeftions from the oracles of truth, 
as may be pertinent to fuch an occafion. 


Turrzrore he fhall hope to have acquitted 
| _ himfelf to the fatisfa@ion of this numerous and 
refpectable aflembly inthe part afligned him, if our- 
fuant to the line of his own minifterial character, 

he 
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he fhall offer fuch religious confiderations, as may 
be thought proper for the bufinefs of the day; 
though he fhould avoid political difquifi- 
tions—though he fhould not decide in matters 
of controverfy ; or dictate in matters of ftate, or 
attempt to give inftructions to politicians who 
are furnifhed with much better means of know- 
ledge, and mutt be prefumed to be already well 
informed, re{pecting the proper duties of their 
ftation. 


Wavine therefore whatever might favour of 
impertinency upon fuch fubjects, I would ob- 
ferve, that the fentiment contained in the words 
under confideration, is clearly this, that the fub- 
jects of every government, however depraved, © 
or infenfible they may be to fome purpofes, have 
ufually an ability to difcern the virtues or defects 
of their rulers—that they quickly feel the ad- 
vantages or embarraflments of a virtuous or vi- 
cious adminiftration, and ufually difcover their 
internal fentiments, by exhibiting external de- 
monitrations of forrow or joy. 


Tur Words feem alfo to carry with them this 
further implication, that righteowfnefs (which 
in the feriptures is ufed to fignify fincere piety, 
or the fear of God) makes an important part of 

the 
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the charaéter of a ruler. Yet thete are many 
profeffors of chriftianity, who, (not much tothe: 
honour of their profeffidn) will ftrenuoufly main- 
tain, that between réligion and politicks, there 
ought to be little or no connection—that an In- 
fidel or an Atheift ought to ftand as fair a candi- 
date. for the fuffrages of a people, as the pious 
man, or the exemplary chriftian. Indeed it muft 
not be difputed that perfons of ability and ac- 
complifhments, who act from no higher motives 
than thofe of honour, popularity or ambition, 
are often improved by Divine Providence, to 
render very eflential fervices to a community- 
But after all, muft it not be allowed, that fincere 
piety, the true fear of God, refines and exalts the 
character of the ruler ? Doth not this firm and 
unfhaken principle which ever dired&ts his ations, 
give him a better foundation for the people’scon- 
fidence? He aéts from the pureft motives—he 
meditates the nobleft actions—prompted. by fo 
divine a principle, his falutary influence, like the 
beams of the morning fun, difperfeth the gloomy 
horrours of vice, tyranny and oppreffion ; and 
diffufeth over the whole community, the bleff- 
ings of light, joy, liberty and peace. Thus are 
the words of infpiration, ‘* the fpirit of the Lord 
fpake by me, and his word was in my tongue ; 

the. 
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the God of Ifreal faid ; the rock of Ifrael fpake 


to me, he that ruleth over men, mutt be juft, rul- 


ing in the fear of God ; and he fhall be like the 
light of the morning, when the fun rifeth, even 
a morning without clouds ; as the tender grafs 
{pringing out of the earth by clear fhining after 
rain.” 


Our fubje@ naturally refolves itfelf into the 
two following propofitions by way of enquiry, 
viz. 


I. What evidence may be reafonably expected 


from rulers, that they poflefs thofe virtues which 
are the fource of joy to the people ! 


II. When a people may reafonably exprefstheir 
grief on account of the corruption or ill adminif- 
tration of rulers ? 


Joy and grief are human paflions, which are 
readily excited,and often very flrongly exprefled: 
and they areto be commended or blamed, ac- 


‘ cording to the various caufes whereby they are 


produced, and the meafure to which they extend. 
‘The body of a people, may not always judge 
right refpecting the qualifications of their rulers ; 
yet with proper means of information, they ge- 
nerally form ajuft opinion ; and the opinion 

which 
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which they form, is not to be holden in con- 


tempt : For no wife and good magiftrate will _ 


with to hide his charactet from the view of the 
people, or refufe to give them the beft poffible 
evidence of his integrity and virtue. 


Rouuers therefore in the legiflative depart- 
ment, ought to enact laws which are well calcu- 
lated to fupprefs vice, and punifh the tranfgref- 
for. The laws of men have often a more imme- 
diate influence upon mankind, than the laws of 
God; becaufe human penalties, though not 
more certain, yet are expected to be more im- 
inediately inflicted. This makes it neceflary 
that rulers fhould pay the utmoft attention to 
the enacting good laws; for without thefe the 
community can never be fafe ; vice muft reign 
and triumph, virtue be unprotected and de- 
prefled. ) 


Ruters in the executive department, ought 
to fee that good laws be well executed ; for to 
what purpofe doth it prove to enact the moft ex- 
cellent laws, with the proper penalties, when 
thefe penalties are never to be inflicted, nor the 
laws carried into execution? When the boldeft 


tranfereflors may bid defiance to the laws of juf- 
B tice 
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iice, and flatter themfelves with impunity ? To 
indulge the violators of law, with frequent in- 
ftances, of impunity—to make it eafy for them 
to evade public juftice, has always a tendency to 
deftroy the influence of the magiftrate, and bring 
government itfelf, into a flate of contempt. 
When the guilty efcape, the number of offenders 
is quickly found to increafe: But when the 
laws are held facred, and their penalties infli@ed, 
the authority of the magiftrate is eftablifhed, his 
perfon refpected, and the government revered. 


Rutezrs are obliged to do juflice, not only in 
refpect to the laws, but in refpect to the fubjeéts ; 
and they are to enforce the execution of them, 
(unlefs where fome particular reafons of ftate 
may require a fufpenfion, or omiffion) in order 
to make the beft compentation that may be, for 
the injury of the offence. The negleé of punifh. 
ment juftly merited, is often the caufe of God’s 
heavy judgments upon a people. The Benja- 
mites refufed to do juftice upon the man who 
had occafioned the death of the Levite’s Concu- 
bine ; multitudes of them were {lain in battle, 
their cities were laid in afhes, and their whole 
tribe almoft. extinguifhed. To punith great 
and notorious aéts of injuttice, is called in fcrip- 

ture, 
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tare, “to put away evil from the land ;” be- 
pofe the fword is put into the 
they bear the {word in vain 
who refufe to prote& their people. I am fpeak- 
ing’ in general of the negle@ to put good and 
wholefome laws into execution, without having 
reference to particular inftances ; for furely not 
_ to punifh an-offence, is to encourage it, unlefs, 
as was faid before, the indemnity is juftified by 
particular reafons of ftate'; and will not be an 
inducement to others to commit the like offences. 
in all other cafes, that fin which was perfonal at 
firft, becomes national, by the negleét of the go- 
vernment to punifh or fupprefs it, And it is 
cértain that the impunity of the offender, isa 
{pring of univerfal mifchief—it is not owing to 
the publick magiftrate,if the beft man in the com- 
munity is not as vicious as the worft.—A law 
had better be annihilated, than to exift with uni. 
verfal contempt. And no good magiftrate will 
be an unconcerned {pe@ator, and fee the righte- 
ous laws of theState openly violated ; but recolleé&. 
ing the duty of his office, will endeavour to 

bring offenders to their merited punifhment. 


Ruzrs ought to furnifh the people with this 
further evidence of their virtue, that they are 
friendly 


~ 
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friendly to religion among their people, and ufe 
their influence and authority to uphold and pro- 
mote it. Religious worfhip and order main- 


‘tained among a people, hath a moft falutary 


effect upon their morals ; it promotes vital 
piety, and due obedience to the laws of God and 
man. Rulers therefore fhould, by their exam- 
ple and authority,encourage the worfhip of God, 
and fee that it is maintained with dignity and 
reputation. For in this the glory of the great 
Supreme, and the beft intereft of men are joint- 
ly concerned, which are the great defigns of the 
providential government of God in the world. 

It is by no means beneath the dignity of the 
greateft magiftrate or monarch on earth, to yield 
the moft profound fubjection to God, and pay 
homage to the Redeemer of men ; nor to con- 
fecrate themfelves, their power and authority, 
to his fervice. God requires that they co-ope- 
vate with him in his. defigns to effect the beft 
intereft of his people—that they fhould be hearty 
friends to religion— devout worfhippers of God— 
afford protection and encouragement to his fer- 
vants—that they fhould be patrons, and nurfing 
Fathers to the church of Chrift ; and ufe their 
utmoft endeavours to advance his kingdom. 


_All which they may do without binding the 


rights 


rights of con{cience, or exerting their authority 
to impofe articles of faith, or modes of worthip ; 
or enforcing thefe by penalties. Indeed fuchan 
exercife of power in a ruler would be to extend 
his commiflion beyond its limits, and to defeat 
its defign, which was to protect and preferve the 
rights of confcience. ‘The authority of, rulers 
may be exercifed in matters of religion, fo far 
as to tolerate, encourage and fupport the wor- 
fhip of God in fome form or other. The pleas 
of confcience are frequently made to cover a de- 
fign, and. with intent only to form an excufe 
from contributing to the fupport of religion, or 
upholding any form of focial worfhip. In this 
cafe the conftitutional power of government 
ought to be employed to difappoint the diffem- 
bler, and enforce the rights of religion. 


Ricuteous rulers will alfo attend tothe mo- 
rals of their people. Morality isan effential part 
of religion, and intimately affects the very being 
of fociety : and the magiftrate bears the fword 
in vain, who pays no attention to a matter which 
fo much concerns the peace of fociety. He for- 
gets the defign of his commiffion, which is ‘to 
be a terror to evil doers, a praife to fuch as do 


well.” A proper ufe of the authority vefted in 
civil 
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civil rulers is commonly effectual to check the 
rapid growth: of impiety, to curb ‘and reftrain 
the vicious inclinations of men. The profana- 
tion of God’s facred’ naine and worfhip,’as well 
as other enormous crimes againit’ the laws of 
God and the community, will be duly noticed 
and punifhed by the'vigilant magiftratée. “The 
happy effects produced by 'the vigilant care of 
rulers in promoting religion and virtue—and by 
their attention to the morals of the people—by 
their exertions for the eftablifhment’of ‘{chools 
and feminaries of inftruGion, to form the morals 
of youth to virtue and religion, are hardly to be 
defcribed. The community have-had large ex- 
perience of thefe falutary influences of the ma- 
giftrate ; and it is ardently to be wifhed that the 
fenfe of their importance, might produce'a ftill 
greater degree of attention. 


A propLs may reafonably expect to find in 
their rulers, a love and efteem for virtuous men 3 
and a difpofition to advance thofe of that cha- 
racter to places of honour and truft. Thus the 
royal Pfalmift, ‘* Mine ‘eyes fhall be upon the 
faithful of the Land, that they may dwell with 
me;” “he that walketh in a perfect way, fhall 
pied me.” 

SURELY 
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SuRELY a ian ought not to be advanced to a 
{tation of honour merely becaufe he has a high 
fenfe of his own merit—nor becaufe he requires 
very great refpect to be paid him—or becaufe he 
is able to flatter, and willing to doany thing for 
preferment—nor perhaps becaufe he may be 
ufed as an inftrument to effect a particular pur- 
pofe—nor becaufe he is indigent, yet {corns to 
fubmit to the duties of his proper calling—or 
becaufe he hath important friends to folicit for 
him. Therefore good rulers will regard the 
fafety and true intereft of the publick, and will 
let thofe fhare their favours who beft deferve 
them ; having regard both to their accomplith- 
ments and virtues. They will commit no truft 
toa man devoid of principle, fenfible that he 
would be likely to oppofe every good purpofe, 
as he who hates to be reformed, will hinder re- 
formation. The unprincipled perfon is never to 
be trufted ; for the moft trifling confideration 
he will betray his truft, and make ufe of his 
power and influence to fubvert the government 
that gave them. The frequent inftances of this 
nature which have happened, furnifh matter of 
caution to every government, refpecting the fer- 
vants. they employ, and what charaéters they 
truft, with fuch powers as they have a conftitu- 
tional 
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tional right tc confer. Thofé who are ftrangers 
to a principle of virtue and confcience, and who 
contemn the laws of God, will not hefitate to 
trample upon the laws of men, whenever it an- 
fwers any finiffer purpofe of their own. But 
the man of virtue will be ready to facrifice every 
private confideration, that he may promote the 
intereft of his country, and difcharge the duties 
of his truft with fidelity and fuccefs. He will 
hazard both reputation and life, as the cafe may 
be, in fupport of the dignity of government, and 
the honour of the laws. Such an one will be 
proof againft the evil infinuations of the defign- 
ing and crafty ; and both in publick and private 
will bear teftimony againft faction, fedition, and 
every evil work. Such characters therefore, 
will be in great eftimation with righteous rulers. 


Ir is not degrading the character of righteous 
rulers to pay a decent and candid attentign to 
the complaints of their fubjects, exprefled in a 
decent manner ; but it is fach an evidence of 
their virtue as may excite a peoples’ joy. Ru- 
lers derive their authority from the people, and 
they cannot fuppofe themfelves elevated beyond 
the reach of their addreffes or applications. They 


hold their offices for a fhort term, after which, 
they 
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they mutt ftand upon a level with their fubjects: 
Thofe who are worthy of the honour, and who 
accept their election with proper views, will be 
defirous to know the particular ftate and circum- 
ftances of their fubjects, that they may be’ under 
the greater advantage to fubferve their intereft. 
They will therefore pay a particular regard to 
their complaints, and as far as they can (confift- 
ently with the intereft, reputation and fafety of 
the commonwealth) : afford: them rélief; or af- 
fign a fatisfactory reafon why fuppofed'grievances 
are not redrefled ; and convince the people that 
their want of fuccefs in their applications to go- 
vernment, is not owing to want of fympathy and 
affection ; but becaufe their petitions are incom- 
patible with the intereft of the ftate. Such at- 
tention paid to the fuppofed grievances of fub- 
jedts,naturally procures affection and confidence, 
and feldom fails of eftablifhing fuch rulers’ in- 
tereft in the hearts of a grateful people. It dif- 
pofeth their fubjects to pay to them all due fub- 
jection and honour, according to the infpired 
Apoftle, *‘ not for wrath, but for confcience 
fake ;” and to do it from intereft, inclination 
and choice. Thus will they become the joy of 
their fabjects, and the terror of their foes. As 
the wife man aflerts, ‘ when the righteous are 
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in aarhoiity the people rejoice.”’—They will en- 

joy peculiar. {atisfaCtion to fee perfons of known 
virtue and integrity promoted in the govern- 
ment, and the adminiftration put. into the hands 
of. fuch, as both underftand in what manner to 
ufetheir power ; and are difpofed to ule it with 
equity and moderation, - This will have a ten- 
dency to conciliate the eftcem, and procure the 
veneration of the people ; one and. all will be 
ready.to.unite their influence to render their ad- 
miniftration eafy and happy. 


Ler us nowattend to the fecond queftion, viz. 
When a people may reafonably exprefs their 
grief on account of the corruption or ill admi- 
niftration of rulers ? 


By contrafting the former character, we have 
the anfwer. Fer if.a people have reafon to re- 
joice when their rulers give the moi plenary 
evidence of a righteous and faithful adminiftra- 
don, by fuppreffing and punithing vice, encou- 


raging virtue—prote@ting the virtuous, and re- 


‘igious, promoting fuch to office, and cherifhing 
a fellow feeling of the diftrefles of the communi- 
ty at large, they cannot forbear to mourn and 
weep when they obferve in their rulers, a reverfe 

of 


aa 
_ of this excellent character. For as we have be- 
fore remarked, mankind have not loft all fenfe 
of the excellency of virtue—they retain fuch an 
‘idea of goodnefs, that they are willing to fee it 
exemplified in the charaéter of their rulers, even 
when they find it not in themfelves. They have 
an exalted opinion of it in others, however averfe 
they may be from admitting i its influence j in their 
own practice. 


‘Norms occafions more grief to a people than 
to find their rulers like Omri, the Ifraelitifh 
king, making ungodly’ ftatutes—when mifchief 
is eftablifhed by laws, and the people enjoined to 
enforce them under fevere penalties. God has 
oftentimes permitted the rulers of a people to be 
fo devoid of all fenfe of juftice and equity, as to 
frame the moft pernicious ftatutes, which in their 
operation, have been productive of infinite mif- 
chiefs: and which, with tolerable difcernment, 
might have been eafily forefeen.’ When therefore 
apeople have the extreme misfortune to have 
rulers of fuch a‘defcription, they can expect no- 
thing from them ; but fuch adminiftration as will 
be the eccafion of forrow and mourning as long 


as it’ — continue. 
AND 
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Awnp hence originates that difhonour and con- 
tempt in which the rulers of a people are fome- 
times holden by their fubjects. Whena people 
defpife their magiftrates, contemn their govern- 
ment, profane ‘the worfhip of God, and infult 
the minifters of religion, we are ready to confi- 
der fach condua as the effect of fome weaknefs 
in government, or want of virtue in the magif- 
trate. But when a people difcover a difpofition 
in their rulers, to fubvert the principles of na- 
tural juftice, and injure them of their juft rights 
‘under colour of law 3 is it matter of furprize, in 
the prefent ftate of human nature and paflions, 
to fee them meditating to reform government, 
and ‘to procure deliverance from fuch intolera- 
ble opprefiion 3 : 


App to this, Hee the great political characters 
Who ought to be the mof exemplary perfons, 
are without a fenfe of religion—{hew no proper 
reverence of authority, or regard for the church 
of Chrift,; do not att under the influence of 

-confcience, or the fearof God ; ; this is a fuflici- 
ent cautfe for. publi¢k mourning and lamentati- 
on ! As fuch perfons , are greater in power and 
influence, fo much greater is the calamity of the 
people ; for they are not only unhappy by natu- 

ral 
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ral and immediate confequences, but are thereby 
expofed to the more fevere judgments ef God, 
which will undoubtedly fucceed. -When ini- 
quity or irreligion is “ framed into a Jaw,’? and 
God muft be difhonoured, or the rights of his 
people invaded, this furely isa fource of gtief to 
every goud man. | | 


“No injury fo great, no iniquity fo much to be 
abhorred as a wicked law, therefore it concerns 
every ftate to fee that their laws are. righteous 
and juft. And whenever any Legiflature, find 
on a review, that laws have been pafled, thouglt 
perhaps by inadvertency, which deferve that de- 
{cription, juftice. to God and man, demands that 
they be inftantly repealed. That rulers fhould 
frame laws notorioufly unjuft, deprive innocent 
citizens of their liberty, fubject them to grievous 
penalties, for no caufe but to gratify their own 
evil paflions, is fuch a direa& violation of the laws 
of God, and the rights of men, as muft fill every 
fenfible heart with grief and horrour. Every 
citizen of every defcription, as he contributes an 
equal fhare towards the fupport of government, 
hath a right to expeét equal juftice and protec. 
tion ; unlefs by fome Crime or errors in his con- 
dud, he hath forfeited that right ; and when 

the 
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the right is denied, unlefs on account.of fome 
defe& of his own, he hath certainly a good caufe 
to complain, . And when caufes of cornplaint, by 
the adminiftration of unprincipled and tyranni- 
cle magiftrates, become general, and perhaps al- 
moft univerfal, the effects will alfo be as exten- 
five as the caufes ; little befides expreflions of !a- 
mentation and forrow, will be feen or heard 
through the whole community. 


A ag 8 have equal reafon to mourn when 


Misrezeshice by their {pecial favours. In times 
of confufion and degeneracy, wicked and defign- 
ing men, obtain promotion ; and oftimes fuch 


-perfons are ‘entrufted with the more important 


concerns of the public, who were never poffeffed 
of virtue and economy, fufficient to tranfact their 
own. Hence the public are deprived of the abi- 
lities of fuch in the Commonwealth, who are 
perfons of the beft underftanding, and the great- 
eft wifdom. This is a fure confequence of the 


promotion of wicked men, that many of the 


moft valuable characters, retire into obfcurity, 


and decline any part in government. As Solo- 


mon. obferves, ** when the wicked:rife, men hide 
themfelves, 


ij 
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~ themfelves, but when they perifh the righteous 


increafe.”’ Flatterers and parafites are the men 
who find favour with a wicked admimiftration, 
but fuch as govern their lives by the maxims of 
religion, and the laws of-vittue; if not wholly ne- 
glected, will commonly be difpofed to excufe 


‘themfelves. if they are poflefled of large proper- 


ty, they will foon find that their exertions in 
favour of virtue, will render their property infe- 


‘curehave they great talents and abilities, they 


will foon find that to ufe them in favour of -vir- 
tue, will be to expofe them to the depredations 
and perfecutions of a wicked, lawlefs power—do 


they exert themfelves in favour of the public in- 


tereft, and to deliver their country from embar- 
raffments and diftrefles, they ‘find that their vir- 
tuous efforts, do but expofe them'to the fury of a 


wicked adminifiration. 


Happy is it fora jand, when good men in- 
creafe, and more- happy when their talents are 
exercifed for the good of the community. “But 
when the wicked rife, a man is hidden.” They 
who are void of principle, deteft every thing 


“which is facred, as far as they have power they 


thruft good men inte obfcurity, and they ate 
forced 
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forced to abfcond for their own fafety. ‘Thofe 
who are loft to all fenfe of virtue, duty or moral 
obligation, will improve their power to the work 
purpofes ; and by this means they debafe their. 
charaéter in the eftimation: of the people, who 
feel themfelves truly miferable-under their op- 
preflive adminiftration. They cannot but mourn 
to fee their rulers fo devoid of the principles. of 
virtue, while they behold the melancholly effects 
of their wickednefs, wherever they turn their 
eyes— they cannot but mourn. when they antici- 
pate the event-of {uch unrighteous -meafures of 
government,..and the miferable confequences 
which muft neceflarily be produced. Sad indeed 
is the condition of that. people, who have juft oc- 
cafion for fuch complaints ! They cannot but 
give their atteftation to the truth of the obfer- 
vation, in the text, * ie the wicked beareth 
rule the people mourn.” 


IMPROVEMEN t. 

A very natural reflection, which may be rind 
upon the fubjeé&t is this, viz. That virtue is ho- 
nourable, and adds an eminent luftre to the re- 
putation of a ruler. “And i in this view particu- 
larly that it is praifed and admired. by thofe that 
love it not, that it is honoured by the follow vers 

and. 
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and family of vice—that it forces glory out of 
fhame, honour from contempt—that it recon- 
ciles men to the fountain of honour, the Almigh- 
ty God, “who will ever honour thofe that ho- 
aour him.” Certain it is, that religion fub- 
ferves even our temporal purpofes 5 no great 
end of ftate, can be well attained without it ; ; 


even ambition itfelf often feeks to derive its fup- 
port from a pretence of religion. “ If anew 


opinion be commenced, and the author would 
make a party, and draw difciples after him, at 
leaft he muft bée thought to be religious.” This 
is a demonftration how great in inftrument or 
means of reputation, piety and religion are. Now 
if only the pretence will do us fuch good offi- 
¢es amongft men, the reality will do us much 
more, befides the advantages we may hope to 
teceive from the divine benediction. The power 
of godlinefs, will certainly do more than the 
form alone. 


No one it is pr fumed, can infer. from any thing 
which hath been fuggelted, that obedience is not 
due to rulers from their fubjects, although they 
might have reafon to be fufpicious of their mor- 
al character, and although there be many things 
in their adminiftration, which might be ajuft 


caufe of grief and mourning. The obedience we 
D owe 


owe to magiftrates, differs effentially from that 
which we owe to God. We ought to obey God 
with our underftanding, and will, that is,;we ought 


to obey him intelligently and freely : our obedi-« 
ence refulting from a fenafe of the rectitude uf his» 


precepts. But fuch obedience to human laws 
is not always required ; for we may fometimes 
doubt of the fitnefs or equity cf tiem. For fo 
long as magiftrates are liable to error, though it 
be highly neceflary, confidering ourfelves as mem- 
bers of fociety, that we conform our own actions 


to their laws ; yet it is not always our duty to. 


believe that their laws are moft falutary or con- 
venient, becaufe human laws may be fometimes’ 
otherwif. But. our focial obligations require 
us to be fubje& to laws which we may think very 
inconvenient, provided they be not finful in 
themfelves. It would be happy if inferiors 
would not employ themfelves too much in dif- 
puting the policy and prudence of their rulers, 
and the propricty of their laws. Weare not to 
obey laws, which cannot be obeyed without con: 
fcience ; but an action may be wrong in refpect 
of the perfon commanding it, and yet innocent 
in refpect of the perfon who executes the com- 
mand, 


In 
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In the cafe of wars between nations or States, 
the fubject cannot be fuppofed always to be a 
competent judge of the equity of the difpute, 
yet perhaps he muft bear arms, i. ¢. he muft pay" 
due obedience to the powers of the State. And 
in the cafe of executing an unjuit fentence on a 
fuppofed criminal ; not the executioner, but the 
judge is commonly confidered as the author of 
the injury. He who ferves his Prince in an un- 
jut war, is but the executioner of an unjuft fen- 
tence. It is generally true, that fubjects are 
obliged to yield obedience to the laws of the 
State, without queftioning the policy of them, 
if they are not apparently repugnant to the laws 
of God: Whereas to oppofe the ruler, on any 
other principle than this, tends to introduce con- 
fufion into fociety 5 : weakens the bands of 'govern- 
ment ; deftroys the authority and influence of 
rulers, and is in danger to iffue in the fubver- 
fion of the State. 


Human government is of divine ordination, 
and our underftandings are impreffed, at firft 
view, with the neceflity of it. Every one muft 
feel and acknowledge the propriety and utility 
of that fubordination in fociety,which is required, 
by the divine conftitution. And he who is ever 

: : ready 
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ready to impeach the condudt of rulers, reproach 
their adminiftration, and difpute the wifdom, 
propriety or policy of their laws, obftrudts their 
ufefulnefs, weakens their influence, and expofeth 
himfelf to the difpleafure of him, whofe fervants 
or vicegerents ‘they aré: He doth all in his 
power to bring the wifdom | and power of the 
magiftrate into contempt, and plunge the State 
into confufion and diforder. ‘Suffer me to add 

that he who is confident of his own underftand- 
ing (and who is more fothan he who thinks 
himfelf wifer than the laws?) needs no other temp- 
ter, ‘than himfelf, to pride and vanity, which 
are the natural parents of difobedience, The 
laws which are enacted by wife ‘and jute legifla- 
tors, are not dictated by an arbitrary will, but 
tefult from the principles of reafon and juttice. 

They are reafonable and good in themfelves ; 
they are calculated not to fubferve any finifter 

purpofes, or private views, “but to advance 
and fecure the happinefs of men. Whenever it 

happens otherwife, the legiflators are tyrannical, 
and the government oppreflive : Statutes contra- 
dictory and inconfiftent are to be expected, and 
even fuch as might invert the order of things, 
- and fubftitute vice, inthe room of virtue. From 
the rotations of fabjeds to rulerss obligation to 
aes rulers 
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rulers, and duties upon thofe obligations, do ne- 
ceffarily refult. Subjection ‘to laws being con- 
fidered the firft and moft eflential of thofe duties, 
ought to be chearfully yielded by the good fub- 
ject, though in fome cafes it may be apprehended 
that the laws are not the moft falutary to thé in- 
tereft of the people. Every citizen cannot be fup- 
pofed to be able to determine abfolutely on a fub- 
eject of fo great importance. But it muft be his 
duty to perfevere in his fubje@ion and alle- 
giance, till his rulers may perhaps be con- 
vinced that their meafures ought to be changed ; 
which conviction, if there be real foundation, 
they may quickly receive from the complaints of 
the people, and from fuch regular remonftrances, 
as will proceed from the mof loyal and virtuous 
citizens. 


Ler us all endeavour to cultivate within our 
{phere, a reverence for authority, and a due fub- 
miffion to laws and government. Lifting up 
our defires to God that he would ever favour 
this Commonwealth with righteous rulers, who 
fhall not feel indifferent to the rejoicings, or 
complaints of their fubje@s. And that under 
their wife and prudent adminiftration, * the 
people may lead quiet and peaceable lives in all 
godlinefs and honefty.” THE 
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Tue ufual addreffes on fuch occafions as the 
prefent, will clofe the fubjec. 


AND as decency and propriety diate, I would 
addrefs my fubject to his Excellency the Go- 
vernour and Commander in Chief of this Com- 
anh ee ee 


May it pleafe your Excellency, ; 
_ GOD in his good providence hath conferred 
a fignal honour upon you in repeatedly placing 
you in the higheft feat in government, and en- 
trufting you with the principal management of 
the moft important concerns of this Common- 
wealth. It cannot, Honoured Sir, but -excit¢ 
in your breaft the mot pleafing fenfation, to find 
your character thus revered, and your perion 
holden in fuch high eftimation by fo numerous 
and refpectable a people as compofe this State 5 
and to fee the evidence which it gives that your 
adminiftration is of a fimilar complexion with 
that mentioned in our text, which is ever afource 


of general joy. 


“AND however gloomy and difficult the day 
is in which you prefide, your adminiftration be- 


ing of the defcription above, you, may. look for 
; and 
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dnd expeét all needed aid from him “ who giv- 
eth wifdom to the wife, and knowledge to them 
that know underftanding.” 


Your Excellency’s early and intimate acquain- 
ance with the fituation of the Commonwealth, 
and a thorough knowledge of the conftitution 
particularly, render you a more able inftrument 
in the hands of Providence, and give you peculiar 
advantages for guiding our publick affairs with 
a fkilful hand. An uncommon fhare of know- 
ledge, prudence and wifdom in a Governour is 
fpecially neceflary in fuch an important and cri- 
tical day as the prefent ; to fteer the helm of 
government with difcretion—to afford light to 
a people enveloped in darknefs and doubtful ex- | 
pectation—to relieve them of unneceflary bur- 
thens—and to protéé& their liberties from any 
encroachments. Your Excellency will find oc- 
cafion for the improvement and exercife of all 
your peculiar talents in directing and regulating 
the publick affairs of government, fo as to pre- 
ferve the rights of confcience, and give fatisfac- 
tion to all your citizens. The popular eclat is 
very uncertain ; and though the important fer- 
vices rendered to your country in the moft haz- 
ardous tranfactions, have raifed your Excellency’s 

- reputation, 
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reputation, and enrolled your name among the 


patriotic heroes of the age, yet fuch is the un- 
certainty of humtan things, that it is poflible that 
fome inconfiderable circumftance, which might 


counteract the wifhes of a mifguided people, 


might fully the luftre of all your former glories. 


Ir your Excellency had no higher fpring of ac- 
tion, and were not actuated by the nobleft, and 


moft difinterefted motives, in your arduous and’ 


unwearied endeavours to promote the lafting 
reputation, intereft and peace of your citizens; 


your fituation might expofe you to the fevereft 


mortification. But we flatter ourfelves that-you 
have a more flable found4tion of fecurity and 
honour from a confcience witnefling your inte- 
grity ; and your fincere endeavours that righte- 
oufnefs fhall mark all the feps of your admini- 
firation ; that the prefent and future joy of 
your citizens may nof be interrupted or dimin- 
ifhed. 


_ As your Excellency’s charaéter ftands high in 
the eftimation of this people, it gives you a great- 
er advantage, and fhould be no lefs a motive 
with you to ftudy, and invariably to purfue 


their beft intereft and happinefs. Infeekingthe — 


¢ommon good and welfare of your people, you 
will 
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“will fecure your intereft in their affe€tions, and 
live in their hearts ; which muft afford the great- 
eft fatisfa@tion to a good magiftrate. You will 
doubtlefs think it your duty to difcover a becom- 
ing zeal in promoting and maintaining that 
righteoufnefs among the people “ which exalt- 
eth a nation }” and for the want of which, the 
bafis of the happieft governments, in other re- 
{pets, have been wholly fubverted. 


- Youk example and influence will not be want- 
ing to the fupport of religion and religious or- 
der—that the worfhip of God be upheld—the 
Sabbath duly fanctified—the minifters of Chrift 
encouragedand {upported—that {chools of learn- 
ing be duly maintained, according to the true 
{pirit and intent of the good laws of our Land, 
and the pious examples of our anceftors. 


But efpecially will your Excellency be dif- 
pofed to ule the influence of your dignified and 
exalted ftation, to bring vice and irreligion into 
difrepute, the rapid growth of which, ds truly 
alarming ! As the minifter of God you cannot 
be an unconcerned fpedtator, while his enemies 
are profaning his facred name, degrading his 
worfhip, contemning his Sabbaths, and treating 
his faithtul fervants with fcorn. Your pious in- 

E dignation 
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dignation in this cafe, will be roufed, and with 
zeal will you countenance and fupport the arm 
of the proper magiftrate, in executing the laws 
of the land, againft bold tranigreflors, that they 
may flee or fall before them. In this way, Ho- 
noured Sir, you will mightily fubferve the caufe 
of reformation, and lay a reftraiit upon vice, 
which will,in the final iffue of things, be branded 
with eternal infamy. 


In every part of your Excellency’s admini- 
ftration, your reverence for God and zeal for 
his caufe, will induce you to make his revealed 
will, that unerring ftandard of tfutlf and righte~ 
oufneis, the bafis of your conduét: not unmind- 
ful that this is not only the rulé by which your 
adminiftration is to be regulated ; but whereby 
Deity itfelf will be guided in the final decifiong 
of the laft day ; in whiclt the greateft Potentaté 
will be equally interefted with the meanetft pea- 
fant.—A fugeeftion which your Excellency will 
not judge unfeafonable, from the recent inftance 
of the death of your worthy, pious and truly ex- 
cellent cotemporary in office,+ fince the laft anni- 
verfary Election :—Whofe virtuous character, 
and unwearied endeavours to promote the true 
intereft and reputation of his country, will ren- 
der 


+ His Honor Tuomas Cusuine, the firt Licutenaut-Gee 
vernour of this Commonwealth, who died Feb. 28, 1788. 
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der his memory dear, and lafting, with all the 
fs ns of freedom, 


Taat your Excellency may long live the joy 
and ornament of this great people ; that your 
health may be confirmed, and your ufefulnefs 
protracted—that your adminiftration may be 
productive of ftill greater rejoicing with the 
people of this Commonwealth ; ; and when filled 
with days and replete with grace, you fhall be 
difcharged from further fervices here, that you 
may {hare the honours of the heavenly world, 
will be the unceafing prayers of the virtuous and 


good, 


Ovr fubje@ is next addrefled with due humil. 
ity to the Honourable the Senate, and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, 


Honoured and ref{pectable Gentlemen, 

THE fovereign powers of this Commonwealth. 
veftéd in you, by the united voice of this large 
people, give high importance to your character, 
and intitle you to their refpect and confidence. 
And that you may not difappoint their moft 
fanguine expectations, you will make religion 
and righteoufnefs the bafis of your adminittrati- 
on and rule of your proceedings. That all your 
Jaws fhall favour of piety and a facred regard for 
the honour of God, and the bef good of your 
conftituents. Tuts, 
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Tuts was the original defign of the inftitu- 
tion of civil government,and fo far as you fhould 
deviate therefrom, you would defeat the end of 
your promotion. 


THERE is no pofitive certainty, indeed, that 
the beft rulers will wholly efcape the invectives 
of difappointed individuals, but integrity and 
uprightnefs will be fure to eftablifh the approba- 
tion and efteem of all that are truly, virtuous. 
Such perfons are not unapprifed of the difficulties 
and embarrafliments with which all publick bufi- 
nels is attended—and they very well know that 
great allowances are to be made for the feeming 
inconfiftencies that are many times difcoverable 
in governmental matters ; and are more likely 
to be found in republican governments, where 
it is fo peculiarly neceflary to comply with the 
humours and conform to the wifhes of the peo- 
ple. When rulers. make it evident that they 
are governed by principles of integrity ; and 
there is no appearance of injuftice in any of their 
acts, the jedicious part of the community will 
revere their authority and obey the laws, even 
when they may not be exaétly conformed to 
their own political fentiments. The publick are 
in no danger from its virtuous citizens ; for 

—- they 
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‘they never will be found to leflen the influence 
of authority, or unhinge the bands of govern- 
ment, even though they fhould confider the op- 
eration of fome particular laws as being unjuft, 
oppreflive, and fevere, if at the fame time, they 


confidered their legiflators as honeft men, whohad 
no intention to opprefs. 


Rovers therefore fhould ftudy to approve 
themfelves to God, to their own confciences, 
and to the virtuous among their people, if they 
would be defirous to be ufeful, and increafe the 
joy of their citizens. Envious and difappointed 
individuals will be able to make but a feeble op- 
pofition to the meafures of government, if the 
character and conduét of rulers juftly command 
a general reverence with the virtuous and good 
in the Commonwealth. Thefe will feel them- 
{elves conftrained from a love of order, from a re- 
{pect to real merit, from a fenfe of interefl, from 
a regard to the morals of the people, and from 
the more important conviction of duty to God’s 
inftitution, to exert their influence in favour of 


eftablifhed government. 
Ir then,Gentlemen, you would anfwer the end 


of your delegation, and would “ be a terror to 
evil 


te) 

evil doers, and a praife and encouragement ta 
them who do well,” it will be a principal objea 
of your attention to rule in righteoufnels. And 
in order to rule well, it will be equally neceflary 
that you fhould exhibit an example of virtue, 
that religion and piety may not only be difco- 
vered in your laws, but in your converfation,— 

‘rendering you confpicuous for piety and mer- 
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cy, juftice and fobriety ;”? in this » way will your 
authority be ftrengthened, and your adminiftra- 

tion fupported. Your couftituents will be in- 

duced to take their meafures and example from 

you. And they will be encouragers of peace or 

licentioufnefs, in fome meafure, as they fhall 

find countenance or encouragement from yout 
converfation and example. 


Tue eyes of the people are upon their rulers, 
and upon you, Gentlemen, in particular, to 
hear your fentiments in the moft critical cafes, 
and difputable fubjects ; and may expect from 
you fuch things as do not fall within your de- | 
partment. In fuch a cafe, Gentlemen, you will, 
doubtlefs recolle&t the powers vefted in you by 
your commifiion, and mere within its limits. 


However, Gentlemen, I would not prefume 


to go out of ay line, to dictate to you any mea- 
fures 
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fures of a civil or political nature ; your wifdomi 
and good fenfe do not require this from me. 


Permir me to fay, that as magiftracy is of 
God’s ordination, you have a right to expect 
and demand ‘due refpeé&t and cbedience from 
your fubjects. And we “ ought for ever to con- 
fider % as a peculiar favour of Heaven, that 
Chriftians are promoted to be rulers and judges 
among Chriftiaris.”” 


Ir belongs to your department, Gentlemen, 
not only to enaét righteous laws, but according 
to your conftitutional department, to judge 
righteous judgment—to plead the caufe of the 
opprefled ; to relieve the fatherlefs and widow, 
and him that hath no helper ; to render to every 
one according tothe juftice of his caufé which 
fhall bé brought before you. You will remiem- 
ber, gentlemen, that your commiffion is limited 
by God. He who has dignified you above your 
brethern, hath limited your powers by his holy 
word. You are notauthorifed to obey the cictates 
of paffion or arbitrary will, but to at agreeably to 
the revealed will of God. When Jofhua was 
appointed chief magiftrate, God inftalled him in 
his powers, and put the law into his hand faying 

“ this 
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this book of the law fhall not depart out of 
thy mouth.” Look then gentlemen upon the 
copy that is before you, then upon the commif- 
fion which is given you. And as you are God’s 
vicegerents to carry on the affairs of his king. 
dom on earth, you will take your dircé&ions 
from his word, and imbibe his {pivit. 


WE being fenfible, gentlemen, that your work 
is difficult, and that you have an arduous talk to 
cure all the diforders of the political body, reftore 
harmony and peace,and to unite the jarting inter- 
efts of parties, and fix them to one common cen- 
ter, do moft fincerely commend you to that God, 
é who giveth wifdom to the wife, and under- 
fianding to the prudent”: Ye yourfelves can- 
hot but be fenfible of your need of divine aid 
and direction : “In all your ways then acknow- 
ledge God, and he fhall direct your paths.” Let 
a confcioufnefs of human weaknefs prompt you, 
to repair to the fountain of light and knowledge, 


and may you improve them, when obtained, to 
the honor of God and the good.of your conftitu- 
ents. And may you ebtain the divine prefence and 
blefling in the faithful difcharge of the duties of 
your department during your whole adminiftra- 
tion. And as a reward for your fervices, may you 

be 
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be honoured as the political faviours ofthis people, 
and meet their moft cordial approbation with 
great rejoicing. And more efpecially may you 
reap the effects ofa ferene and acquiting con- 
{cience. And having ferved your generation 
according to the will of God, may you partici- 
pate the joys of the blefled forever. 


Titrs whole aflembly of God’s people will per- 
mit me to make the fuggeftion, that virtue in 
rulers is not more neceflary than in the body of 
the citizens colle@tively. The more virtuous the 
community, the lefs is the occafion for the exer- 
cife of the gifts and graces of thofe in authority, 
and the lefs is the danger of injury from rulers if 


they were ill difpofed. When we are tempted 


to complain of our rulers and feel anxious leaft 
they fhould betray-their truft, and expofe the 
people to the lofs of their liberties, we may re- 
colle& that a virtuous people cannot be enflaved, 
and that it would be impracticable for rulers to in- 
volve their citizens in calamitiesthat are grievous 
and mournful, if there were not a large propor- 
tion of abandoned and unprincipled men to give 
countenance to, andaid them in their evil de- 
figns. And a community are fo loft to a fenfe 

F of 
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of their own intereft, and fo regardlefs of theit 
obligations to God and each other, as juftly to 
expofe themfelves to the moft fatal injuries, who 
ean declare that their calamity is unmerited ? 


Tuat the adminiftration of civil rulers may 
be fuch as may occafion rejoicing, it becomes us 
not only to folicit God’s prefence with them and 
his blefling upon them ; but to demean our- 
felves as good citizens, and remove all the em- 
barraflments which may render it exceflively 
difficult, if not wholly impracticable, to do equal 
juitice in all cafes. 


Ir cannot be denied but that a people may 
have fometimes a mighty influence upon a 
righteous adminiftration, and procure fuch mea- | 
fures to be adopted as are fraught with matter 
for grief and mourning: But this evil ought 
not to be palmed upon our rulers. We ought, 
in fuch cafes, as honeft men, to reprobate our 
own conduct, and keep within our own pro- 
vince. There is not a greater mifchief which 

can befal a people, than to be divided into feéts 
and parties, either in refpec to religion or ciyil 

policy. The confequences are fatal to peace, 

*-rmony and order; and it is this, my friends, 

which 
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which renders our babel fituation very threat- 
ening. 


On all accounts it is our intereft, and we are 
bound in honour and confcience faithfully to ad- 
here to, and vigoroufly to purfue the fame glo- 
rious caufe. We are bound to unite our in- 
fluence that religion aad righteoufnefs may 
{pread and prevail—that practical piety and ho- 
linefs may be more vifible in our lives, and 
that the worthip of God in private and public, 
may ornament our fociety, and that our own 
hearts efpecially, may become a fit habitation for 
the holy {pfrit. 


Tape piety in the hearts of men, will render 
them the beft citizens. And both rulers and 
people are under the fame divine laws, are fub- 
ject to the fame authority, encouraged and 
animated by the fame motives, and favoured 
with the fame example. It would be happy if 
their objects might be the fame ; and they were 
equally ftudious to pr omote the honor and glory 
of their common Lord. 

Ler us not forget that the fame rules that pil 
teach, and the fame: ‘grace and integrity, that wi 
difpofe rulers to difcharge the duties of their ef. 
fice faithfully, are equally neceflary and ought to 

be 
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be equally regarded by thofe whom God hath 
made fubje& to them ; 


Awnp that all oppofition to lawfulauthority, “is 
refifting the ordinance of God,”’? who hath made 
it our duty to be “ fubje& not only for wrath, 
but for confcience fake.’’ - 


Anp let me fuggefty that as we make our reli- 
gious character our boaft, and have fo oft made 
our appeal to ieaven, that we are God’s people, 
and our caufe the caufe of God, we ought ftrenu- 
oufly to endeavour to make the fincerity of this 
ptofeflion, more evident to the world ; other- 
wife we hall juftly deferve the imputation of hav- 
ing our hearts and tongues at the greateft remove 
from each other. 


‘Ie declarations entitled us to credit abroad, and 
even with Deity itfelf, our deferts could hardly 
be compenfated. © But let us deal faithfully with 
ourfelves, and confefs our perfonal and national 


‘unworthinefs,if we expect, God’s forgivenels and 
bleffing. And let us cultivate a principle of juf- 
tice, of public fpirit, and besievolence in the com- 
tunity ; and live as the grace of God teacheth. 
Let us be fenfible of the invaluable bleflings, 
which indulgent Heaven beftows—and particu- 

larly 
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larly, that we enjoy the great advantage of civil 
government, by the continuance and fupport of 
which, we.are, for the prefent, fecure in our per- 
fons and properties. And whilewe. all affect to 
feek a mild and equal government, may we unite 
our influence to fupport the fame, that “ in the 
peace thereof, we may have peace.” 


Anp though we might be appréhenfive that 
there were grievances which ought to be redreff- 
ed, yet ought we to lect amanly firmnefs. and re- 
folution be difcovered in purfuing the paths of 
virtue till the object be obtained. 


A people may be as criminal in adopting means 
of relief, as they can fuppofe thofe to be, who 
originated the caufe of complaint. And while 
our conduct is fuch as it ought to be towards our 
rulers, and we fuitably addrefs them upon the 
fubject of public burdens, let us encourage our- 
felves that they will fecl our diftrefles, and eate 
our complaints. 


Ler us refume courage and hope for better 
times—when peace and good order fhail be ef- 
tablifhed upon 2 proper bafis—when juftice fhall 
be impartially adminiftered—when friendfhip, 
brotherly love, and chriftian fellowfhip, fhall be 

univerfal 
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wniverfal. When it fhall bereckoned an honor 
to be fincerely religious, and to be fubjected to 
the rules of righteoufnefs i in all our tranfaGions 
with men. When none but the virtuous {hall 
“rule and judge the people of God, the adminif- 
tration of whom fhall greatly increafe their j joy 
and gladnefs. 


Tuen truly “blefled is the people that know 
the joyful found ; they fhall-walk, O Lord, in 
the light of thy countenance. In thy name 
fall they rejoice all the day, and in thy righte- 
oufnefs fhall they be exalted. For thou art the 
glory of their ftrength ; and inthy favor our 
horn fhall be exalted. For the Lord is our de- 
fence, and the holy one of Ifrael is our King.’ 


AM E N., 


